Theme Statement Starter & Body Paragraph #1 Development
The Outsiders essay
Language Arts—Kaye

Taken from conference with Sam V, as we brainstormed ideas.  This is Sam’s opinion—his thoughts:

	Young people are often quick to judge and label others, thinking they have them all figured out.  If they took the time to get to know each other, they might realize how much they have in common.  Our world would be a better place if we focused on tearing down walls, instead of finding reasons to separate ourselves from others.  

Now, to continue, and reinforce, this ¶, Sam needs to support his claims with concrete examples from the text.  We’ve identified the following excerpts to explore:

· Pony’s conversation w/ Randy @ Tasty Freeze (pp. 114-16)
· Pony’s relationship w/ Cherry Valance (discussions on sunsets demonstrates commonality (pp. 48-9)

Initially, when’s he’s approached, Ponyboy is skeptical of Randy, the best friend of Bob, the Soc who was murdered in an act of self-defense.  After only a few minutes alone, without other Greasers and Socs around, Ponyboy realizes during a heartfelt conversation, that Randy is different: he’s not your stereotypical Soc.

To continue, Sam now needs to find some quotes from this scene to support his original opinions, and further enhance his theme paragraph.  Without concrete examples, all he has are his own interpretations and some summary from the book.  The quotes act as evidence—testimony of the events that took place in the text. 

Young people are often quick to judge and label others, thinking they have them all figured out.  If they took the time to get to know each other, they might realize how much they have in common.  Our world would be a better place if we focused on tearing down walls, instead of finding reasons to separate ourselves from others.  Initially, when’s he’s approached, Ponyboy is skeptical of Randy, the best friend of Bob, the Soc who was murdered in an act of self-defense.  After only a few minutes alone, without other Greasers and Socs around, Ponyboy realizes during a heartfelt conversation, that Randy is different: he’s not your stereotypical Soc. 
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